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Paracelsus declared that the explanation, "The Devil does
it," is meaningless.11 Just as he denied that devils have any
influence on the diseases of the body, so he rejected "the doc-
trine of the black-coats," that mental diseases are due to
"ghostly beings and threefold spirits." For
"Nature proves that such statements by earthly gods are quite
incorrect and, as we shall explain in this volume, that na-
ture is the sole origin of all diseases." 12
Demons and witchcraft exist but neither is the cause of men-
tal diseases, except when a sorcerer uses a force of nature to
produce the disease. Treatment, therefore, must be applied to
the mind. "Psychological psychologice" is the first maxim of any
psychiatric clinic. "You should not use a medical treatment as
for ordinary diseases; but you have to treat the spirit." 13
Formulating theories which defied the Church, liberating
psychology from the tutelage of theology, denying that saints
or demons were responsible for either health or disease, Paracel-
sus took a place beside Hippocrates in the Hall of Science. As
the -father of medicine had proved that epilepsy was not a
"sacred disease" so his disciple demonstrated that "St. Vitus'
dance" was as natural a disease as any other.
PIONEER   OF   PSYCHIATRY
The name which Paracelsus proposed for the disease known as
St. Vitus' dance was "chorea lasciva" implying a sexual origin.
He described this and epilepsy, mania, hysteria, and other
mental diseases so clearly, indeed, that today we can follow his
clinical experience and form an opinion of the changes which
the symptoms have undergone in time. As a surgeon, Paracel-
sus was particularly interested in the manifestations now called
conversion symptoms. He was not misled by them. Although he